Liver function tests in non-parenteral cocaine users.
To investigate the effect of cocaine on standard liver function tests (LFT), we studied 46 cocaine users with no history of parenteral drug use or homosexuality. LFT were similar in 21 users of cocaine only (Group A) and 25 users of cocaine and alcohol (Group B). Only three patients, two of whom were hepatitis B carriers, had an alanine aminotransferase level more than five units above normal limits. Group B patients were significantly more likely to complain of headaches, irritability, and loss of memory. We conclude that (1) non-parenteral cocaine use is rarely associated with significant LFT abnormalities and (2) alcohol may potentiate some adverse effects of cocaine.